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SUBJECT: PROPOSED NEW CHANCERY SITE 

REF: (1) SOFIA 0662, (2) SOFIA 1247 

1 . FYI: UPON CONSULTATION WITH INTERESTED AGENCIES, 
DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN ADVISED THAT SITE NO 10, WHICH WAS 
INSPECTED BY FBO STANGE AND HELLMANN AS REPORTED REFTEL 1, 
IS NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR OUR PURPOSES BECAUSE OF THE LOW 
TOPOGRAPHY. END FYI. 
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2. EMBASSY SHOULD REQUEST BULGARIANS TO PROPOSE ALTERNATE 
SITES FOR CONSIDERATION. WE WANT TO ENCOURAGE GOB TO 
FIND NEW SITES AND WOULD LIKE EMBASSY TO INVESTIGATE THEM 
AND REPORT ITS REACTIONS, BUT WOULD LIKE TO POSTPONE 
OFFICIAL RESPONSES, OR SUGGESTIONS OF PREFERRED LOCATION, 

OR POSSIBILITY OF ACQUIRING PRESENT CHANCERY AND 
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RELOCATING THE MARINES, UNTIL ARRIVAL OF NEW AMBASSADOR. 

3. THE MILLION DOLLARS IN THE FY 78 BUILDINGS PROGRAM IS 
DEPENDENT UPON THE SALE OF PROPERTY SCHEDULED TO BE SOLD 
IN FY 77. THE MAIOR SALE, ON WHICH THE AVAILABILITY OF 
THESE PROCEEDS IS LARGELY DEPENDENT, WAS DELAYED BUT HAS 
NOW BEEN APPROVED AND WILL GO FORWARD. IT MAY BE NOVEMBER 

OR DECEMBER, 1977, BEFORE RESULTS OF THIS PROPOSED SALE 
ARE KNOWN AND WHETHER IT WILL, IN FACT, GENERATE 
SUFFICIENT PROCEEDS. WE ARE QUITE CONFIDENT FUNDS FOR 
THE SOFIA TRANSACTION WILL BE AVAILABLE BY IANUARY 1, 

1978, BUT CANNOT GIVE ANY ABSOLUTE ASSURANCES ON THIS 
SCORE. 

4. BULGARIANS APPARENTLY REMAIN EAGER TO ACQUIRE SITE IN 
WASHINGTON. THEIR URGENT EFFORTS TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY 
FROM NATIONAL CATHEDRAL LEAVE US WONDERING IF THEY ARE 
READY AND WILLING TO PAY CASH FOR THE PLOTS IN THE 

VAN NESS SITE. THEY ARE VERY MUCH INTERESTED IN THE TWO 
VAN NESS PLOTS AND OUR CONCERN IS THAT THE GOB, IN ITS 
EAGERNESS TO GET STARTED ON NEW EMBASSY BUILDINGS IN 
WASHINGTON, MIGHT PAY CASH TO ACQUIRE THOSE SITES AND 
LOSE SOME OR ALL OF ITS INTEREST IN FINDING A SITE IN 
SOFIA FOR US. DESPITE THIS POSSIBILITY, OUR ABILITY TO 
FUND OUR SITE ACQUISITION IS STILL UNFIRM AND WE MUST 
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PLAN ON STRINGING THIS ALONG UNTIL NOVEMBER, DECEMBER OR 
JANUARY. THEREFORE, WE NOTE AGAIN THAT BULGARIANS SHOULD 
BE REQUESTED TO PROPOSE ALTERNATE SITES BUT WE MAY USE 
AMBASSADOR GARTHOFF’S SEPTEMBER ARRIVAL AS A JUSTIFICATION 
FOR DELAYING AGGRESSIVE ACTION ON OUR PART TO RESOLVE THE 
EXCHANGE OF SITES. VANCE 
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